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Brandon Simpson  
Lee’s Summit, Missouri 

JAZZY B’S

Brandon Simpson is literally standing in the middle  

of a dream come true.

Since childhood, he’s wanted to open a restaurant. 

Years of planning, including a degree in food and 

restaurant management from Northwest Missouri State, 

led him to start the engine on his dream in 2010 with 

Jazzy B’s BBQ food truck. And just weeks ago, he 

opened a brick-and-mortar restaurant in Lee’s Summit.

The road to restaurateur wasn’t without speed bumps. 

Brandon curbed the challenges with help from KC 

BizCare and the Kansas City Food Truck Association 

(which he co-founded). And he’s taking other  

foodpreneurs along for the ride: Brandon leads a class 

for aspiring food-truck operators for Mid-Continent 

Public Library and the Ennovation Center.

BECAUSE OF YOU,  

KANSAS CITY IS ALREADY 

RECOGNIZED AS ONE  

OF AMERICA’S MOST  

ENTREPRENEURIAL CITIES. 

Nationally and in just this 

past year alone, our city 

has been recognized as 

the tenth fastest-growing 

startup scene, the seventh 

best city in the nation for 

women-owned businesses, 

the fourth hottest startup 

city, the third top digital 

city, the second best city 

(second year running) for 

women in technology and 

the number one city to 

keep on your radar. To top 

it off, Kansas City ranks 

among the top 10 cities  

for beer, burgers, BBQ, 

coffee and picnics—along 

with art, creatives,  

downtowns, fashion,  

jobs and technology.

BE PROUD OF WHAT  

YOU’VE CREATED.

It took deep roots. It  

took deliberate planning. 

It took intentional  

collaboration and outreach. 

And it continues to  

demand courage. 

WE ARE NOT AN  

OVERNIGHT SUCCESS STORY. 

Our gains didn’t happen 

yesterday or last summer 

with We Create Capital 

or when Google Fiber 

came to town. Those bold 

actions certainly charged 

our vision, but the seeds 

were sown, the foundation 

paved, the network forged 

years ago. 

Our pioneers, our  

champions and our heroes 

have built—and continue 

to build—a good thing 

here in Kansas City.  

Celebrate it—and step up 

to move it forward. 

Because we still have a 

long way to go to improve 

access to capital for all  

our entrepreneurs, to  

build even more bridges 

between startups and  

corporations, to recruit 

talent, move ideas to  

market and tell our story. 

AND IT WILL 
CONTINUE 
TO TAKE 
ALL OF US. 
Because, in the beginning,  

in the end and only  

together do WE CREATE KC.

who decided that  

Kansas City was a risk 

worth taking. Decades 

ago, you decided to grow 

your businesses, your  

families, your foundations 

and your legacies right 

here in Kansas City,  

establishing deep  

entrepreneurial roots  

that would inspire  

future generations. 

who worked behind  

the scenes to build an 

ecosystem so that  

entrepreneurs could  

build their dreams.  

Working outside of the 

limelight, you have grown 

over the past decade into 

a collaborative network  

of 240+ champions who 

tirelessly wave the banner 

to guide entrepreneurs 

down the right path.

our entrepreneurs  

who despite the risks 

continue to give up your 

safety net, security and 

savings to invent, innovate 

and build businesses that, 

in turn, create the Kansas 

City we know, we love and 

we want to call home.

YOU CREATED  
A MOVEMENT.

YOU : THE PIONEERS

YOU : THE CHAMPIONS

YOU : THE HEROES,
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Who are our entrepreneurs?
Curious about who powers the Kansas City economy? We are, too. That’s why we 

survey who’s starting businesses and who’s making strides, so we can better serve 

the small businesses that grow our economy.

Maps show companies that have hired 

their first employee. 

Number of Firms Hiring First Employee

It takes all types of entrepreneurs to sustain a vibrant economy. 

WHAT KINDS OF  
ENTREPRENEURS POWER KC? 

HOW MANY COMPANIES  
ARE GROWING IN REVENUE?  

WHERE ARE KC  
STARTUPS LOCATED?

WHAT DO KC  
ENTREPRENEURS  
LOOK LIKE? 

Source: KC Entrepreneurship Survey, 2016

KC Entrepreneurship Survey, 2016

Source: Various 
public sources and 
private databases.

Source: Inc. 5000

Source: Data compiled by UMKC Center for Economic 
Information, 2015 Quarterly Census of Employment and  
Wages for Kansas and Missouri.

KC  
WATCH LIST

These companies received  
funding in 2015 – grant or  

investment – and received at  
least one other round of  
funding in 2014 or 2015.

Logistics/
Transportation

IT ServicesBusiness  
Products/ 
Services

Health

HOW DO KC 
COMPANIES  
FUND THEIR 
BUSINESSES?

1800 50

Personal savings / 177

Personal or business  
credit card / 47

Family / 33

Close friends / 23

Business  
acquaintances / 18

$

Personal or business 
loan from bank/ 
credit union / 24

$ Other companies / 8

$ Government grant 
(SBIR, STTR, other) / 6

Angel investors / 5

Venture Capitalists / 2

Real Estate

REVENUE RANGE OF BUSINESS

30%

15%24%

13%

11%

6%

NO SALES

$10,001- 
$50,000

$100,001- 
$500,000

$50,001- 
$100,000

$1-$10,000

$500,001- 
OR MORE

AGE OF OWNER

4%

29%

29%

29%

24%

22%

15%

4%6% 18-2465 OR OLDER

55-64

35-44

25-34

45-54

 blooom 

 ClaimKit, Inc.  

 C2FO 

 EyeVerify, Inc. 

 Flow Forward Medical 

 VideoFizz 

 Smart Steps 

 ShotTracker 

 Rawxies 

 Pop Bookings 

 PerfectCube 

 PatientsVoices 

 HylaPharm 

 Moblico 

 Mobility Designed 

 Metactive Medical 

 LittleHoots 

 Lending Standard  

 Lazser Down 

C2FO: Recognized by 
Forbes as one of the 
most important financial 
tech companies

Lending Standard:  
Processed $58MM  
in loans in 2015

ShotTracker’s Daveyon Ross 
actually seems really tiny  
standing next to Shaq

EyeVerify: Went from almost 
no users to 2MM in 2015

Metactive Medical: 
Raised $2+MM  
in capital

2015 Q1 2015 Q32015 Q22014 Q4
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau Data, 2013; Kauffman Foundation/ACS Survey 2014; MERIC

 1,393 
big businesses  

employ more than  
100 employees

 96,265 
people are  

thinking of starting  
businesses

 132,931  
microenterprises  
require little capital  
to launch and don’t  
require a physical  
location

 46,949 
Main Street  

businesses define 
Kansas City’s  

character

 1,855 
second stage firms  

generate millions  
in revenue

 6,561 
innovation-led  

companies have  
big market potential

In 2015 40 Kansas City companies made the Inc. 5000, ranked by 

growth of annual revenue over a three-year period.

Top industries of those KC companies in the Inc. 5000
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Funding Early-Stage 
Businesses
Why are microloans important? Microloans fuel early-stage 

and Main Street businesses unable to secure funding from 

traditional lending institutions, helping them fund working 

capital, inventory or supplies, furniture or fixtures, machinery 

or equipment.

OPPORTUNITIES

wecreatekc.com/weavegotcha

Sources: U.S. Small Business Administration, www.sba.gov/content/microloan-program; Justine PETERSEN

KANSAS CITY’S 
MICROLOAN  
PROGRAMS  

In We Create Capital, we  

set a goal to increase the 

availability of alternative 

loans to $10MM by 2020. 

We’re making progress. 

 The KC Microloan Collaborative,  

formed in 2015 by Justine 

PETERSEN, OneKC for Women, 

AltCap and the Hispanic  

Economic Development  

Corporation, will cross-market 

loan products, provide monthly 

financing workshops and poten-

tially raise a future loan fund.

Launched by OneKC for Women  

in 2015,  WE-Lend  is establishing 

its lending infrastructure to help 

leverage an additional $5MM to 

$10MM in lending. 

 The Hispanic Economic  
 Development Corporation,   

Kansas City’s leading bilingual 

microlender, created its  

IMPACTO Fund to expand  

access to financial mobility.

 AltCap  was granted a 501(c)(4)  

CDFI status and launched focused  

funds for artists and for women 

and minority contractors. 

 Justine PETERSEN  continues  

to be a leader in Kansas City’s  

microlending space since it 

came to town in 2012, filling a 

critical need in the market.

WHAT IS A MICROLOAN?

with terms of 8-12% over 3-5 years (U.S.)

$10,000Small loans  
averaging

Second Stage | Main Street | Money

Kelly Wilson 
Kansas City, Missouri

WEAVE GOTCHA 
COVERED!

Kelly Wilson dreams big. And she’s ready to bring  

others with her. 

Ten years ago, Kelly lost everything. She found a  

minimum wage job at a fabric store and soon after  

leveraged her skills to open her own custom drapery 

and furnishings business. 

Kelly steadily grew Weave Gotcha Covered! from 

$12,500 in revenue its first year to over $700,000  

in 2015 through strategic partnerships, ScaleUP! KC 

mentoring and $29,000 from the WE-Lend Initiative, a  

microloan fund administered by the Women’s Business 

Center. A social entrepreneur as well as a business 

owner, she hires women through the 100 Jobs for 100 

Moms initiative and is building a community Sewing 

Lab, all to help other women weave bigger dreams.

18% 
Construction

10% 
Retail

10% 
Real  

Estate

12%
Consultant/ 
Professional

8% 
Childcare/ 
Adult Day  

Care

Top 5 Industries for KC Microloans

WHAT DOES MICROLENDING LOOK LIKE IN KC?
Since 2012, Justine PETERSEN has performed as the area’s lead microlender.

L
O

A
N

S

445
AVERAGE LOAN SIZE

$11,000

DEFAULT  
RATE<3%

MORE 
THAN

MILLION
61%

WOMEN 56%
MINORITIES

5$

WE CREATE KC 4 76 4 WE CREATE KC



For many startup entrepreneurs, coming up with  

a great idea is the easy part. Figuring out how— 

and when—to raise money is the challenge. 

Chris, Randy and Kevin bootstrapped blooom,  

an online platform that helps average Americans  

manage their 401(k)s, until they realized that to  

truly flourish the business needed more than their  

personal resources would allow. They defined the  

next milestone, perfected their pitch and landed  

a $4MM Series A round, another $50,000 from a  

Launch KC grant and the $10,000 grand prize in  

the Kauffman Foundation’s One in a Million contest. 

For blooom, patience and perfection literally paid off.

Improving Access 
to Capital
We Create Capital, published in 2015, identified a need to fund 

entrepreneurs seeking less than $1 million in funding. In just six 

months, new funds and angel groups have emerged, education 

channels for investors have been developed and the number of 

investments at the <$1 million level are up over 2014. This preseed 

funding is critical, giving more companies the boost they need to 

ask for and get additional funds.

CAPITAL

wecreatekc.com/blooom

GRANT AND EQUITY FUNDING

Innovation-Led | Money

Chris Costello 
Randy AufDerHeide  
Kevin Conard 
Leawood, Kansas

BLOOOM

Sources: Mid-America Angel Alliance, Women’s Capital Connection

Source: Various public sources and private databases

NEW FUNDING 
SOURCES

 Royal Street Ventures,  a Utah-

based VC firm, announced its 

new office in Kansas City. The 

$25MM seed fund will target  

$100K to $500K investments. 

 Northland Angel Investor  

 Network,  established in 2015, 

works in concert with the  

Clay County EDC, but looks  

at early-stage deals across  

the metro. 

 iiM  began investing in early- 

stage animal health, human 

health and agribusiness  

companies, targeting  

investments of $50K to $300K.

 The Collective  is a new seed  

stage VC fund leveraging  

social capital and active  

investment techniques.

 Flyover Capital,  a Kansas- 

based, tech-focused VC  

company, made its first six  

investments, providing support  

in the $1MM to $3MM range.

 Mid-America Angels   

opened a chapter in St. Joseph  

to encourage more regional  

participation in angel investing.

 Angel Capital Group   

transitioned to a managed  

fund that targets early-stage  

investments of $100K to $1MM  

in science and technology. 

 KC Rise  began raising a  

$20MM fund for growth- 

oriented entrepreneurs that  

will invest alongside VC deals.

Since the release of  

We Create Capital, several  

new sources of funding have 

entered the KC market or have 

strengthened their presence. 

Number of deals by dollar range, by year

Angel investing had a banner year in 2015, up more than 25% from 2013

$2,847,162
2015

$2,121,094
2013

2013
2014
2015

10

0
$3MM-$7.5MM

3 2

8 7
6

$10MM+$7.5MM-$10MM IPO

0 01 0

2013
2014
2015

50

25

0
<$100K $100K-$1MM $1M-$3MM

50

39

34
32

43

39

1514
12

$2,329,756
2014

2
6

7
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Almost 70 percent of people in Haiti own cellphones, 

yet only 12 percent have access to electricity. 

As the entrepreneurial fates would have it, Conner 

Hazelrigg—inventor, entrepreneur and change agent—

learned about this while completing an internship at 

St. Joseph’s Sunshine Electric Display. There, she built 

a sustainable and safe solution: the Sunshine Box, a 

solar-paneled cell phone charger.

With the help of Whiteboard2Boardroom, the  

UMKC E-Scholars Program, her mentors at William  

Jewell College, a student grant from the Kauffman 

Foundation and a third place win at the 2015 Regnier 

Venture Creation Challenge, she turned that box into  

a business. Today, her startup 17°73° has deployed  

Sunshine Boxes in Haiti, Honduras and rural Bahamas.

Building a Pipeline 
for Innovation

MOMENTUM

wecreatekc.com/1773

STEM TALENT 

IS KC DEVELOPING  
THE TALENT TO DRIVE  
THESE INNOVATIONS?

Average monthly postings per year;  
average monthly hires per year

 STEM JOB POSTINGS
Job openings in STEM have  
nearly doubled from 2014 to 
2015, underscoring the high  

demand for STEM talent.

Innovation Led | Microenterprise

Conner Hazelrigg 
Liberty, Missouri

17°73° Amazing ideas are nothing without a team that can execute  

and the funding to fuel development. KC has developed  

resources recently to move ideas through the pipeline from  

concept to commercialization.

 Whiteboard2Boardroom (W2B)  matches ideas to business models and people  

with passion.

 Digital Sandbox KC  has helped more than 300 companies move from innovation  

to commercialization and achieve almost $23 million in follow-on funding.

 LaunchKC  achieved liftoff in 2015 with its program designed to attract tech  

companies to Kansas City.

Several KC companies have used  Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR)  

grants that encourage small businesses to engage with federal research and  

development agencies as a funding source.

 LOOKING FOR A JOB? 
YOU MAY WANT TO  

DEVELOP THESE  
STEM SKILLS

Top skills looked for in  
STEM postings, 2015

Computer Systems 28%

Information  
Technology (IT) 27%

Computer Testing 27%

Computers 26%

Maintenance and Repairs 17%

SQL Programming  
Language 14%

Hardware 11%

Methodology 11% 

JAVA Programming  
Language 10%

Software Development 10%

Sources: Whiteboard2Boardroom, Digital Sandbox KC, various public sources and private databases
Source: Mid-America Regional Council, 2015

2014 

4,796 
POSTINGS

2,377  
HIRES

2013 

4,697  
POSTINGS

2,217 
HIRES

2015

7,693  
POSTINGS

2,554  
HIRES

Digital  
Sandbox KC

FUNDED

COMPANIES

TO

$365K
20

COMPANIES

TO10

FUNDED

$500K

LaunchKC SBIR

IN SBIR GRANTS 
AWARDED TO 
SIX KC-AREA  
COMPANIES  
IN 2015

$945K · PatientsVoices  

· Metactive Medical

· Flow Forward 
Medical

· Ansera Analytics

· KalScott  
Engineering

· QM Power

19 Software

7 Drug Development

6 Medical Device

2 Consumer

2 Drug Delivery

2 Solar

1 Biodiesel

1 Diagnostic

1 Engineering

1 Power

1 Water Purification

Whiteboard2Boardroom 

projects in the pipeline 

show the diversity of 

innovations percolating in 

regional labs and minds.
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NETWORK  
ACCESS

TOP FIVE ONLINE 
SERVICE REQUESTS

Women-owned and multicultural businesses are  

the fastest growing segments in Kansas City’s  

entrepreneurial ecosystem. And yet, these  

businesses historically lack access to capital  

and confront higher obstacles.  

The Multicultural Business Coalition, sparked by  

a discussion at a KCSourceLink Resource Partner  

meeting and shepherded into reality by Adrienne  

B. Haynes of the Blue Hills Contractor Incubator,  

aims to change that. Through purposeful outreach,  

the 29 participating organizations are committed  

to increasing the entrepreneurial engagement and  

the community’s awareness of multicultural businesses. CONNECTIONS

wecreatekc.com/mbckc

ACTUALLY 
STARTED A  
BUSINESS

22%

INCREASED 
EMPLOYEES

6%

IMPROVED 
BUSINESS

10%

CHANGED 
MARKETS

7%

SOLVED A 
PROBLEM

14%

DECIDED TO 
START A  

BUSINESS

21%

CHANGED 
BUSINESS

5%

REDUCED 
SALES

4%

OTHER

6%

EXPANDED 
OPERATION

3%

NETWORK REACH
IN 2015, KCSOURCELINK EXPANDED  
OUR DIGITAL FOOTPRINT.

NETWORK STRENGTH

WHAT DO ENTREPRENEURS DO  
AFTER THEY TALK TO KCSOURCELINK?

EVENT ATTENDEES19,000+

2,258  
CALLS + EMAILS

5,079 
ONLINE SEARCHES 

FOR ASSISTANCE

201,142 
WEB VISITS

10%  
BUSINESS  

PLANNING

6% 
MARKETING/ 

SALES

4,255 
REFERRALS TO  

OUR RESOURCE  

PARTNERS

8%  
STARTUP  

ASSISTANCE

3%  
LEGAL SERVICES

1,937  
FACEBOOK 

FANS

11,446  
TWITTER  

FOLLOWERS

1,534  
LINKEDIN 
MEMBERS

433  
INSTAGRAM 
FOLLOWERS

96%
CLIENT  
SATISFACTION

Katie Galicia, Central Exchange; Mozella Dyer, National Black MBA Association, Inc. – Kansas 
City Chapter; Alex Gonzalez, Builders’ Association Diversity Advancement; Courtney Brooks, 
Global Ties KC; Angelene Grady, KCBizCare; Jeanie Brewster, Midwest Women’s Business 
Enterprise Council; Kim Randolph, Heartland Black Chamber; Alicia Hooks, Kansas City,  
Kansas Community College; Jenny Miller, KCSourceLink; Joell Dickerson, Urban Financial  
Services Coalition of Greater Kansas City; Chris Kelly, Metropolitan Community College;  
Elizabeth Hill, Mountain Plains Minority Supplier Development Council; and Adrienne Haynes, 
Blue Hills Contractor Incubator

Second Stage | Innovation Led | Microenterprise | Main Street

MULTICULTURAL  
BUSINESS COALITION

11%  
FINANCIAL  

RESOURCES  

AND ASSISTANCE

Source: KCSourceLink, January 1, 2015-December 31, 2015, 
Biz-Trakker® and The Resource Navigator® data collection.
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Business Planning & Training
 Artist INC
 Craig School of Business —  
Center for Entrepreneurship
 Enterprise Center in Johnson County
 The Family Conservancy
 FastTrac®

 Francis Institute for Child  
and Youth Development
 Ice House Entrepreneurship Program
 GoTopeka | Entrepreneurial  
and Minority Business Development
 Johnson County Community College  
Entrepreneurship Program
 Kansas City Direct Marketing  
Association (KCDMA)
 K-State Center for the  
Advancement of Entrepreneurship
 Kauffman Founders School
 KC IABC
 K-State Research and Extension —  
Johnson County
 MCC — Institute for Workforce Innovation
 MNU — Entrepreneurial Leadership Project
 Prosperity Center for Financial Opportunity
 SBA — Kansas City District Office
 SCORE — Kansas City
 Small Business and Technology Development 
Centers — Clay County Extension, Jackson 
County Extension, NWMSU-St. Joseph  
and UMKC
 Small Business Development Center at JCCC
 Social Media Club of Kansas City
 Social Security Administration
 Veterans Business Resource Center
 Vets2Ventures
 Women’s Business Center
 Workforce, Career and Entrepreneurship 
Center at KCKCC

Business Preparedness
 American Red Cross:  
Preparedness, Health and Safety 
 Federal Bureau of Investigation —  
Kansas City Division
 Freelance Exchange of Kansas City 
 Information Experience Lab
 Inventors Center of Kansas City
 Pollution Prevention Institute,  
Kansas State University
 RedTire
 Southeast Enterprises
 Women’s Employment Network
 Workforce Partnership

Economic Development
 AltCap
 Black Economic Union of Greater Kansas City
 Blue Springs Economic  
Development Corporation
 Clay County Economic Development Council
 Economic Development Corporation  
of Kansas City, MO
 Gladstone Economic Development Department
 Harrisonville Economic Development
 Hispanic Economic Development Corporation
 Independence Economic Development Council
 Johnson County Missouri Economic  
Development Corporation
 Kansas City Area Development Council

 KC Smart Port
 Leavenworth County Development Corporation
 Leavenworth Main Street Program, Inc.
 Lee’s Summit Economic Development Council
 Liberty Economic Development Corporation
 Martin City Community Improvement District
 Miami County Economic  
Development Department
 Missouri Department of Economic  
Development — KC Area
 Olathe Economic Development Council
 Overland Park Economic Development Council
 Parkville Economic Development Council
 Platte County Economic Development Council
 Raytown Office of Economic Development
 SBA HUBZone Program — Kansas City
 Shawnee Economic Development Council
 Southwest Johnson County Economic  
Development Corporation
 Wyandotte Economic Development Council

Financial Providers
 Angel Capital Group
 C3 Capital
 The Collective
 Digital Sandbox KC
 EDC Loan Corporation of Kansas City
 Five Elms Capital
 Flyover Capital
 Frontier Financial Partners
 Greater Kansas City LISC
 Heartland Business Capital
 iiM 
 InvestAmerica Venture Group
 InvestMidwest Venture Capital Forum
 Justine PETERSEN Microloan Program
 Konza Valley Capital
 Launch KC 
 Mid-America Angels
 Midwest Small Business Finance
 Missouri DED, Grow Missouri Fund 
 Missouri State Treasurer,  
Linked Deposit Program
 Missouri Technology Corporation
 MO-KAN Development, Inc.
 Northland Angel Investment Network
 Open Air Equity Partners
 Open Prairie Ventures
 RMI
 Royal Street Investments
 TGP Investments
 Wakarusa Valley Development
 WE-Lend
 Women’s Capital Connection

Import/Export
 International Trade Council  
of Greater Kansas City, Inc. 
 Kansas Department of Commerce,  
Export Assistance
 Missouri DED — International Trade  
and Investment Office
 U.S. Department of Commerce/U.S. Commer-
cial Service (U.S. Export Assistance Center)
 World Trade Center — Kansas City

Incubators, Accelerators and Commercialization
 BetaBlox
 Blue Hills Contractor Incubator
 The Bunker KC
 The Incubator Kitchen at K-State Olathe
 Independence Regional Ennovation Center

 The Lean Lab 
 SparkLabKC
 Sprint Accelerator
 Think Big Partners
 Whiteboard2Boardroom

Legal
 Entrepreneurial Legal Services Clinic at UMKC
 Kansas City Volunteer Lawyers & Accountants 
for the Arts

Life Sciences and Technology
 BioKansas
 Bioscience & Technology Business Center — 
KUMC, Lawrence
 Innovation Stockyard
 Kansas Bioscience Authority
 Kansas City Area Life Sciences Institute

Manufacturing
 Advanced Manufacturing Institute
 Mid-America Manufacturing Technology 
Center
 Mid-America Trade Adjustment Assistance 
Center (TAAC)
 Missouri Enterprise — Kansas City

Mentoring
 Helzberg Entrepreneurial Mentoring Program 
 Pipeline Entrepreneurs
 UMKC E-Scholars

Networking
 1 Million Cups
 Asian American Chamber of Commerce  
of Kansas City
 Athena League
 Basehor Chamber of Commerce
 Belton, MO Chamber of Commerce
 Blue Springs Chamber of Commerce
 Bonner Springs–Edwardsville Area  
Chamber of Commerce
 Brookside Business Association
 Central Exchange
 Downtown Council of Kansas City 
 Excelsior Springs Area Chamber of Commerce
 Gardner Edgerton Chamber of Commerce
 Gladstone Area Chamber of Commerce
 Grain Valley Chamber of Commerce
 Grandview Chamber & Economic  
Development Council
 Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce
 Harrisonville Area Chamber of Commerce
 Hispanic Chamber of Commerce  
of Greater Kansas City
 Independence Chamber of Commerce
 Indo American Chamber of Commerce
 Heartland Black Chamber of Commerce
 Kansas City Council of Women  
Business Owners
 Kansas City Kansas Area Chamber  
of Commerce
 KCK Women’s Chamber of Commerce
 KCnext
 Kearney Chamber of Commerce
 Leavenworth-Lansing Area Chamber  
of Commerce
 Leawood Chamber of Commerce
 Lee’s Summit Chamber of Commerce

KCSourceLink Resource Partners
www.kcsourcelink.com

 Lenexa Chamber of Commerce
 Liberty Area Chamber of Commerce
 Mid-America Gay and Lesbian Chamber  
of Commerce
 Missouri Arts Council
 Missouri Women’s Council at MO DED
 National Association of Women  
Business Owners
 Northeast Johnson County Chamber  
of Commerce
 Northeast Kansas City Chamber of Commerce
 North Kansas City Business Council
 Northland Regional Chamber of Commerce
 Olathe Chamber of Commerce
 Overland Park Chamber of Commerce
 Paola Chamber of Commerce
 Parkville Area Chamber of Commerce
 Platte City Area Chamber of Commerce/EDC
 Raytown Area Chamber of Commerce
 Riverside Area Chamber of Commerce
 Shawnee Chamber of Commerce
 Smithville Area Chamber of Commerce
 South Kansas City Chamber of Commerce
 Southtown Council
 Spring Hill Chamber of Commerce
 St. Joseph Chamber of Commerce
 Startup Rewind
 Twenty30CEO
 UP Global
 Waldo Area Business Association
 Weston Chamber of Commerce

Nonprofit Business Assistance
 Connecting for Good
 Midwest Center for Nonprofit Leadership
 Nonprofit Connect
 Support Kansas City, Inc.

Office Suppliers and Coworking Space
 Abnos Property Management
 Alphapointe
 Cowork Waldo
 The DeviceShop
 FabLab MCC-Business & Technology
 Farm to Table Kitchen at the City Market
 Hammerspace Community Workshop
 Homes for Hackers
 InterUrban ArtHouse
 Kansas City Startup Village
 OfficePort
 OfficeWORX
 Plexpod
 Surplus Exchange
 Village Square

Procurement
 GSA Office of Small Business Utilization
 Kansas Procurement Technical Assistance 
Center — Kansas City
 Missouri Procurement Technical Assistance 
Center — Kansas City and St. Joseph
 Mountain Plains Minority Supplier  
Development Council
 SBA 8(A) Program
 Unified Government of Wyandotte  
County, KCK

Research & Project Work
 Blue Valley CAPS
 County Economic Research Institute 
 H&R Block Business & Career Center/ 
KCMO Public Library
 Johnson County Library Makerspace
 Kansas City Kansas Public Library
 Mid-America Regional Council
 Mid-Continent Public Library
 Missouri Film Office
 Northland CAPS

Taxes, Permits and Regulations
 City of Independence, MO
 City of Kansas City, MO — KCBizCare
 Kansas Department of Agriculture
 Kansas Department of Commerce,  
Business Development Division
 Kansas Department of Commerce,  
Minority & Women Business Development
 Kansas Insurance Department
 Kansas Secretary of State
 Missouri Department of Agriculture
 Missouri Department of Labor  
and Industrial Relations
 Missouri Department of Natural Resources
 Missouri Department of Revenue
 Missouri Deptartment of Insurance,  
Financial Institutions and  
Professional Registration
 Missouri Secretary of State,  
Kansas City Branch Office

INNOVATION LED SECOND STAGEMAIN STREET MICROENTERPRISE MONEY

CONCEPT

FEASIBILITY

SOCIAL NETWORKING

READINESS

STARTUP

PROOF-OF-CONCEPT CAPITAL

PROTOTYPE DEVELOPMENT

MARKET INTRO

ROLLOUT CAPITAL

COWORKING

INCUBATION

PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT

GROWTH CAPITAL

MENTORING

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

MARKET PENETRATION

OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCIES

EXPANSION CAPITAL

See the full Resource RailSM online at  

www.kcsourcelink.com/resource-rail  

or pick up a copy at your local library.

Copyright © 2016, Curators of the University of Missouri.
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This Report was Prepared Under an Award from the U.S.  
Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration

This publication was prepared by the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City Innovation Center. The statements, 
findings, conclusions, and recommendations are those 
of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Economic Development Administration.
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Download We Create KC, read more  

stories of KC entrepreneurs and tell us  

how You Create KC: wecreatekc.com
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